




Falling in Love 
(with rural places)

Ash Hanson, Creative Executive Officer (CEO)
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APPLAUSE

1. Appreciation for the Effort



APPLAUSE

1. Appreciation for the Effort
2. Build Connection



APPLAUSE

1. Appreciation for the Effort

3. Prepare for What Comes Next
2. Build Connection



What did it take 
for me to 

get here today?

YOU
ARE

HERE



Our hearts



Our hearts

Dr. Joe Devlin, University College of London’s Department of Experimental Psychology

“Highly effective teammates will actually synchronize 
their hearts so that they beat in time with each other 
which in itself is astounding.”



Our hearts

“Experiencing a live theatre performance was extraordinary
enough to overcome group differences and produce a common
physiological experience in audience members.”

Dr. Joe Devlin, University College of London’s Department of Experimental Psychology

“Highly effective teammates will actually synchronize 
their hearts so that they beat in time with each other 
which in itself is astounding.”



YOU
ARE

HERE



WHO 
AM
I?



Erotic



Erotic Derived from the Greek word
Eros, the god of love and desire



Erotic Derived from the Greek word
Eros, the god of love and desire

Definition: 
devoted to, relating to, 

or tending to 
desire and excitement



Erotic To tend to our 
desire and
excitement



Erotic “For once we begin to feel deeply all 
the aspects of our lives, we begin to demand 

from ourselves and from our life-pursuits that 
they feel in accordance with that joy which 

we know ourselves to be capable of. 
Our erotic knowledge empowers us… And this is 

a grave responsibility, projected from within each 
of us, not to settle for the convenient, the shoddy,
the conventionally expected, nor the merely safe.”

Audre Lorde
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“having a strong social energy with 
a good sense of humor and playfulness…”

Erotic Capital

“a mix of aesthetic, physical and social 
attractiveness in personality and style…”

“having a sense of beauty, attractiveness, 
appeal, liveliness, and charm…”

Catherine Hakim “Erotic Capital” 



Eros & the arts

What role can artists play in increasing a
community’s desire to tend to its own
excitement?

What would it look and feel like to
intentionally invest in cultivating an
alluring sense of place?







...to fall in love…



Image from M12 Studio’s “Last Chance Module Array” in Last Chance, Colorado Image from M12 Studio’s “Last Chance Module Array” in Last Chance, Colorado 





You are the lovers.





APPLAUSE



Embracing Eros
How would you define your
relationship with your place?



Embracing Eros
FROM _____________________

TO _________________________



Eros & the arts

What role can artists play in increasing a
community’s desire to tend to its own
excitement?

What would it look and feel like to
intentionally invest in cultivating an
alluring sense of place?



Embracing Eros 
in our... 

CIVIC SPACES

CIVIC SYSTEMS

CIVIC STORIES



















The YES! House is a creative 
community gathering space located at 

726 Prentice Street in Granite Falls



“Our participation in the Activate Rural Cohort has ignited a collaborative design experience between
business people, students, and community members. We are thinking about spaces, events, and time in

creative ways that are bringing us all together to increase belonging for all ages. Thank you for the inspiration
and for acting as both a partner in accountability and support!” 

Activate Rural Cohort Member, Spring Grove, MN

Activate
Rural 

Community 
Assets



Artist-led 
Asset 

Activation



“Participating in the Southwest Minnesota Civic Arts Cohort introduced me to the concept of Civic Arts, and
opened my eyes to the powerful role that art can have in healing and growing my community. [...] I look
forward to using the knowledge I gained to positively impact my community for many years to come.” 

Valerie Quist, Library Director, City of Tracy, MN

Connect
Rural 

Municipalities 
& Creative
Strategies

ENGAGE RURAL



“Being part of Ignite Rural had a profound impact on my artistic practice and my personal perspective on how
I create art. For one, I felt so heard and understood in relation to the complications that can be part of being a

rural artist, it made me realize I'm far from alone. I was so inspired by being in space with other rural artists
that it gave me a sense of possibility and play within my art. ”

Cecily Rose Engelhart, Ignite Rural Artist, Wagner, MN

Support
Rural 

Artists & 
Cultural 
Workers



Citizen Artistry
Mary Welcome

Hinge Arts Residency 
with Springboard for the Arts in
Fergus Falls, MN

Hi-Vis Agency Artist Residency
with Washington State
Department of Transportation

https://www.publictransformation.org/events/yes-house-grand-opening


Image by Nhatt Nichols; inspired by a conversation with Erika Nelson, Lucas, KS
“Riveting, Moving, Soulful, Connecting, Building Community one Beyond the Clock at the time.
To meet one another in real time, whether that is in person or virtual, is always sacred time and a

time to connect our stories towards building community and for the causes we care about.”
Kiran Singh Sirah, International Storytelling Center

Nurture
Rural 

Arts & Culture
Field



Arts: the sugar in 
the ice cream... 
not the cherry on top.





A Movement of Rural-Urban ConnectorsA Movement of Rural-Urban Connectors



“having a strong social energy with 
a good sense of humor and playfulness…”

Embracing Eros

“a mix of aesthetic, physical and social 
attractiveness in personality and style…”

“having a sense of beauty, attractiveness, 
appeal, liveliness, and charm…”

Catherine Hakim “Erotic Capital” 



How about a first date?





Image from It’s Good to Be Young in the Mountains “I Could Live My Dreams Here”Image from It’s Good to Be Young in the Mountains “I Could Live My Dreams Here”



YES! I am in LOVE 
with my PLACE! 

Are you in love 
with your place?



YES! I can live my 
dreams in my PLACE!

Can you live your 
dreams in your place?



YES! I am a LOVER!

Will you tend to 
your community’s desire 
and excitement?



APPLAUSE



Eros & the arts

What role can artists play in increasing a
community’s desire to tend to its own
excitement?

What would it look and feel like to
intentionally invest in cultivating an
alluring sense of place?



You are the lovers.

https://open.spotify.com/track/2IVkt4FlcKoFreD8yZ9ZTv




Dear lover,
It is our responsibility “to not 
settle for the convenient, the
shoddy, conventionally expected,
nor the merely safe.” 

It is our responsibility to tend to our 
desire and excitement. 



Ash Hanson
Creative Executive Officer (CEO)

ash@publictransformation.org
www.publictransformation.org
www.theyeshouse.org  

Thank you!





DANCE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frv6FOt1BNI
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